
Habitat Project Proposal

Proposal Number: 1077Proposal Title: Anthro Mountain Lop and Scatter

DWR Region: Northeastern Region Lead Agency: USFS

PM Phone: 4357916733

Project Description: Lop and Scatter encroaching conifers on approximately 1,585 acres of sagebrush and mountain brush communities on Anthro 
Mountain.

Proposed Start Date: 07/01/2008

Project Location: Jeep Trail Ridge and Nutters Ridge on Anthro Mountan

Shapefile Name: Nutters_JeepTrail_2008.shp

Potential Risks: none

UPCD Reg Team Coord Date: 01/29/2008

Proposed 
NEPA Action:

Proposed 
Arch Action:

Project Type: Terrestrial Habitat

Seed Source:

Regional Priority: Within Focus Area

Description of 
Problem/Need:

Currently, the native mountain brush communities in this area are at risk due to the encroachment of pinyon and juniper trees. These 
communities include mountain big sagebrush, black sagebrush, and birch-leaf mountain mahogany. These areas represent critical big 
game winter range and sage grouse habitat. 

This project will improve wildlife habitat and deter the encroachment of pinyon, juniper, and Douglas-fir trees into shrub communities, 
which are critical for wildlife. Tarteted shrub communities consist of two types. The first consists of chained areas in pinyon and juniper 
forests. These openings weree chained in the 1970s to enhance forage for wild and domestic ungulates. Shrub communities in the 
chained openings include Wyoming big sagebrush, birch-leaf mountain mahogany, and rubber rabbitbrush. The second consists of 
shrub communities that have not been mechanically treated. These communities include mountain big sagebrush, black sagebrush, 
and birch-leaf mountain mahogany.

Studies and observations indicate that conifers have encroached into the shrub communities. Barring treatment, conifers will eventually 
supress and ultimately replace the existing shrubs. This would result in the loss of thousands of acres of important wildlife habitat and 
native plant communities.

A maximum of 7,820 acres will be mechanically treated during the 7 years of the project's duration. Currently 2,400 acres have been 
treated in the 2006-2007 project phase. During the 2008 year, we are proposing to treat another 1,585 acres.

Relevance to  
Strategic Plans:

This project falls within habitat that has been designated by UDWR as crucial big game winter range and is within sage grouse habitat. 
Both the UDWR and Forest Service have interests in improving habitat for these species. This project is also compatible and governed 
by the Ashley National Forest Plan. The Forest is committed to the research and betterment of sage grouse habitat, which is both a 
Forest Service sensitive species and a Ashley National Forest Management Indicator Species (MIS). The Anthro Mountain sage 
grouse population is relatively small and they will greatly benefit from this habitat improvement.

Proposed Methods: Removal of encroaching conifers will be done with hand crews using chainsaws. Cut materials will be left on the site or lopped and 
scattered. There will be no piling, slashing, or burning of cut materials. Treatments will occur from mid-summer to fall. Existing roads 
will be used to access the project area. Further access will be by foot. No new roads would be constructed.

Monitoring Details: The Forest Service has long-term vegetative study sites throughout the project area. Each of these sites has baseline data collected 
and sites will be read periodically. In addition, the Forest Service monitors the sage grouse population and habitat use patterns 
through lek counts and the use of radio telemetry. Telemetry is anticipated to continue for at least the next three years. In addition, 
project implementation will be monitored to ensure project is completed and implemented correctly.

Vegetation Monitoring Wildlife Monitoring

Objectives: Deter conifer encroachment into sagebrush communities. Improve wildlife habitat for sagebrush obligate species, such as sage 
grouse, by maintaining sagebrush and mountain brush communities on Anthro Mountain. Improve big game winter, summer, and 
transitory range by maintaining forage for mule deer, elk, and pronghorn antelope in the future.

County: Duchesne

Project Manager: Bob Christensen
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Habitat Project Proposal

Project Map:

Cons. Outreach 
Details:

LAND OWNERSHIP

SPECIES BENEFITING

PROPOSED FUNDING

PROPOSED BUDGET

Item Description DWR Account
In Kind/      

Partner Contrib. 

Contractual Services contract lop and scatter crew $20,000.00 $15,000.00

$15,000.00$20,000.00Totals

Source
Amount 

Requested
Date 

Approved
Amount 

Approved

DNR Watershed (FY09) $15,000.00 $0.00

USFS $15,000.00 $0.00

Habitat Acct 174 $5,000.00 $0.00

$0.00$35,000.00Totals

Funding Type Funding Percent

PROPOSED FUNDING ALLOCATION

Big Game 100

100.00%Total 

Owner Acres

USFS 1585

Total 1585

Elk Mule Deer Pronghorn Greater Sage-grouse

Shrubsteppe Birds Domestic Livestock
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